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Eirug Davies : The Welsh of Tennessee  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The Welsh of Tennessee: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. They did much more than just mine coal and make iron...By 
engineer4pThis remarkable story began to unfold after students from Briceville Elementary School in Anderson 
County, Tennessee, discovered a headstone on a field trip. Little did they know that the words on that headstone, 
"Margaret and Rees R. Thomas were both born in Carmarthen, South Wales," would lead them on a ten-year journey 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1847714293


with Dr. Eirug Davies of Harvard University. His translations of a forgotten collection of Welsh-language books tell 
the tale of how the Welsh helped Tennessee rebuild after the American Civil War while assimilating into American 
society.Thanks to Dr. Davies, their accomplishments are now recognized in America and, in Wales, they can be 
welcomed home as heroes.

After Samuel Roberts' ill-fated attempt at forming a Welsh colony in Tennessee, others from Wales would help 
develop the state's fledgling iron and coal industry. This book tells how they became Knoxville's largest employer, 
started the Dixie Eisteddfod, and got involved in an armed insurrection over the use of convicts in the mines.


