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Walter D. Kamphoefner : The Westfalians: From Germany to Missouri (Princeton Legacy Library)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Westfalians: From 
Germany to Missouri (Princeton Legacy Library): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Very Revealing StudyBy Illiniguy71This book, originally published 
in English in 1987, has become perhaps THE classic study of the settlement of German peasants in the rural Midwest 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0691608717


in the pre-Civil War period. Kamphoefner describes chain migration from peasant villages in certain parts of 
Westphalia and Lippe Detmold in northwest Germany to rural counties west of St. Louis, Missouri between 1830 and 
1860. He then examines settlement and social mobility of these immigrants in Missouri. Much of the author's most 
central work was a matching of names from the out-migration lists created by German authorities with American 
manuscript census lists. Despite its formal social science quantitative methodology, the book can be appreciated by 
any intelligent reader. Readers can learn a great deal about the common experiences of ordinary German peasants who 
created settlements in rural America.

The author offers many new insights for students of migration and ethnicity across several social science disciplines. 
Focusing on the ordinary immigrants who have often been ignored in the historical record, he demonstrates that 
German newcomers arrived with fewer resources than previously supposed but that they were remarkably successful 
in becoming independent farmers.Originally published in 1987.The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-
demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton 
University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable 
paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich 
scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.


