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Walter Isaacson, Evan Thomas: The Wise Men: Six Friends and the World They Made before purchasing itin

order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Wise Men: Six Friends and the World
They Made:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Like a movie with too many flashbacks.By Andrew
BennettEssentially six biographies of interconnected lives, with an inconsistent focus on what the Wise Men
collectively achieved.Hard work.0 of O people found the following review helpful. A fascinating study of influence


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1476728828

and powerBy B McClsaacson is always great and The Wise Men is no exception. The lower profile subjects (not Ben
Franklin, Einstein, or Steve Jobs) makes the narrative less personal, but in some ways, more sweeping. The influence
and power wielded by these men through the birth of modern American foreign policy isfascinating and reminds one
of the persona human decisions behind policy and historical events.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Thiswas one of those books | picked up and ...By Robert ManninenThis was one of those books | picked up and
couldn't put down. It's based on an era and a set of circumstances that are just plain different than today's world

With a new introduction by the authors, thisis the classic account of the American statesmen who rebuilt the world
after the catastrophe of World War I1.A captivating blend of personal biography and public drama, The Wise Men
introduces six close friends who shaped the role their country would play in the dangerous years following World War
Il1. They werethe original best and brightest, whose towering intellects, outsize personalities, and dramatic actions
would bring order to the postwar chaos and leave alegacy that dominates American policy to this day: Averell
Harriman, the freewheeling diplomat and Roosevelt’s specia envoy to Churchill and Stalin; Dean Acheson, the
secretary of state who was more responsible for the Truman Doctrine than Truman and for the Marshall Plan than
General Marshall; George Kennan, self-cast outsider and intellectual darling of the Washington elite; Robert Lovett,
assistant secretary of war, undersecretary of state, and secretary of defense throughout the formative years of the Cold
War; John McCloy, one of the nation’s most influential private citizens; and Charles Bohlen, adroit diplomat and
ambassador to the Soviet Union.

From Publishers WeeklyThis extensive group-portrait by two Time news editors trumpets the role of six
policymakersDean Acheson, Averell Harriman, George Kennan, John McCloy Jr., Charles Bohlen, Robert Lovettin
taking postWW |1 America from isolationism to a recognition that the U.S. "would have to assume the burden of a
global role." Theirony isthat, as elder statesmen, they sometimes warned against the interventionist momentum they
had helped create, as this behind-the-scenes account makes clear. The authors' portrayal of the six as the hidden
architects behind the Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan and Cold War containment will certainly provoke debate.
Based on prodigious research, including interviews with four of the six, the tome often sounds like an official
biography ("Kennan had tortuously conflicted feelings about being tapped to be part of the American elite") and the
prose echoes Time's style (Dean Rusk, "the round-faced Georgian"). History buffswill follow with interest the minor
revelations that spill forth asthe six advise presidentsfrom F. D. R. to L. B. J. Major ad/promo. Copyright 1986 Reed
Business Information, Inc.From Library Journa The authors, Time editors, chronicle the activities of six gifted
friendsDean Acheson, Charles E. Bohlen, W. Averell Harriman, George Kennan, Robert L ovett, and John J.
McCloywho were instrumental in developing U.S. diplomacy from the 1930s to the Vietnam War. Nurtured in the
innocent internationalism of Woodrow Wilson, they applied their Ivy League educationsto avariety of crises. Their
successes outweighed their failures, and their service promoted the values of free trade, democratic capitalism,
international cooperation, and pragmatism. Their lives provide a history of America's policy-making elite. But elitism
breedsinsularity, and the shift away from great wars between industrialized nations and toward small unit actionsin
wars of national liberation was not recognized by these men. Though superbly written, this book's primary valueis
anecdotal. James L . Jablonowski, History Dept., Marquette Univ., MilwaukeeCopyright 1986 Reed Business
Information, Inc. “A wealth of new information and insights on the people and events that shaped the first four
decades of the Cold War.” (The Boston Globe)“Must be read if we are to understand the postwar world.” (Robert A.
Caro, author of Master of the Senate: The Y ears of Lyndon Johnson)*“Isaacson and Thomas have fashioned a Cold
War Plutarch.” (San Francisco Chronicle)*A richly textured account of a class and of a historical period.” (New Y ork
Times Book )



