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Garry Boulard : The Worst President-The Story of James Buchanan  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Worst President-The Story of James Buchanan: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. This book makes it clear why he was the worst.By CustomerA good 
book about a bad President. He got elected when he was too old to be effective. He relied on many people who had 
one goal, keep the feudal southern way of life with slavery going forever. They all abandon him in the end. There is 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1491759615


one chapter in this book that is extremely well written and puts how the Civil War evolved into perspective.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Decent!By Brian SkillinNot many people!e write James Buchanan 
biographies. Nicely done. A horrible president. An admirable biography. Highly recommended for history buffs.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy SallyKgreat

Just 24 hours after former President James Buchanan died on June 1, 1868, the Chicago Tribune rejoiced: "This 
desolate old man has gone to his grave. No son or daughter is doomed to acknowledge an ancestry from him" Nearly a 
century and a half later, in 2004, writer Christopher Buckley observed "It is probably just as well that James Buchanan 
was our only bachelor president. There are no descendants bracing every morning on opening the paper to find another 
heading announcing: 'Buchanan Once Again Rated Worst President in History'" How to explain such remarkably 
consistent historical views of the man who turned over a divided and demoralized country to Abraham Lincoln, the 
same man regarded through the decades by presidential scholars as the worst president in U.S. history? In this 
exploration of the presidency of James Buchanan, 1857-61, Garry Boulard revisits the 15th President and comes away 
with a stunning conclusion: Buchanan's performance as the nation's chief executive was even more deplorable and 
sordid than scholars generally know, making his status as the country's worst president richly deserved. Boulard 
documents Buchanan's failure to stand up to the slaveholding interests of the South, his indecisiveness in dealing with 
the secession movement, and his inability to provide leadership during the nation's gravest constitutional crisis. Using 
the letters of Buchanan, as well as those of more than two dozen political leaders and thinkers of the time, Boulard 
presents a narrative of a timid and vacillating president whose drift and isolation opened the door to the Civil War. The 
author of The Expatriation of Franklin Pierce: The Story of a President and the Civil War (iUniverse, 2006), Boulard 
has reported for the New York Times and the Los Angeles Times and is a business writer for the Albuquerque-based 
Construction Reporter.


