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Michael Albert, Hyman Berman, C. Winston Chrislock, Louis M. deGryse, Susan M. Diebold, Keith T. Dyrud, 
Jon A. Gjerde, Hildegard Binder Johnson, Anne R. Kaplan : They Chose Minnesota: A Survey of the State's 
Ethnic Groups  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised They 
Chose Minnesota: A Survey of the State's Ethnic Groups: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good info but poor qualityBy Richard A. NeiderI enjoy reading the 
data contained in this book but get dismayed when a page falls out onto the floor! Whatever was used to bind the 
pages to the book is totally unacceptable in this day and age. I rcommend the contents of this book to anyone in 
Minnesota looking for answers to why our forefathers and mothers came to this state (territory) but buy it in a 
hardcover book with good binding! Do not buy in the softcover. I had an associate who also bougth this in softcover 
and it had pages stuck to together due to wet ink or whatever. The old saying of a price to good to be true, applies to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0873512316


this softcover edition.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Oldie but goodieBy JVB Jr.This is an older 
copyright, but it is packed with great information about each of dozens of ethnis groups that came to MN. Each section 
has statictics and a short but informative social history of the group. The articles are easy to read but also profusely 
footnoted with citations to other great source. An excellant starting point for fun reading leading to further research.1 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. BrilliantBy NonnaThis book hails from a time long past when accurate 
research was an important goal of Minnesota Historical Society.

Why did emigrants leave their homeland and move to Minnesota? Where in the state did they settle? What did they do, 
and how did they organize? How did they maintain their ethnicity? Based on ground-breaking research. Each chapter 
of They Chose Minnesota describes the unique concerns of individual groups and delves into personal stories. Farmers 
and factory workers, men, women, and children, families and single people, idealists and pragmatists, people who 
were devout or irreligious or enthusiastic or fearful, those who cut ties with their homeland or intended to returnall 
form part of Minnesota's ethnic saga."The work, which covers 60 distinct ethnic groups in 32 chapters, is the most 
ambitious ethnic research project so far undertaken by any state. If you are a descendant of Icelanders or Lebanese, 
Greeks or Japanese, you will find interesting material in this book about your forebears and how it was when they 
settled in Minnesota."St. Paul Dispatch-Pioneer Press

"This book is too good to miss, especially if you're from Minnesota (or most of Wisconsin, or the Dakotas) and are 
interested in your heritage. . . .The book is a treasure-trove . . .and it's terrific." -- Saint Paul Pioneer PressAbout the 
AuthorJune Drenning Holmquist, head of the Minnesota Historical Society's publishing program from 1956 to 1981 
and the first woman to be named an assistant director of the society, served as editor of the Minnesota Ethnic History 
Project. She is the author of half a dozen books and numerous articles on subjects related to Minnesota and 
midwestern history. 


