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Terry L. Nau : They Heard the Bugle's Call: Pawtucket and the Vietnam War  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised They Heard the Bugle's Call: Pawtucket and the 
Vietnam War: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Gut-wrenching, well-written stories about brave young menBy R. J. 
WellsThis is a well-written, gut-wrenching book about my hometown's 21 Vietnam war KIA. Obviously it has most 
appeal to Pawtucket natives, but anyone with an interest in the Vietnam conflict should check it out, as similar books 
could be written about any city in the US.Children who never knew their fathers. Men who put themselves in harm's 
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way when they could have avoided doing so. Parents absolutely crushed. Young men who never got a chance to find 
themselves. Other young men already on the path to greatness. Stupid decisions by incompetent officers. The long arm 
of the draft. Lying recruitment officers. It's all here.My only quibble is the poor quality of some of the photo 
reproductions but I wont take off a star for that.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. This is a great book 
for a good causeBy Len p.This is a great book for a good cause. Terry did a good job honoring the men that severed 
our country. Good bless them all and there families.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Story of the 
family lives and deaths of local young ...By Galena GuyStory of the family lives and deaths of local young men from 
Pawtucket RI who gave their lives in Vietnam in service to their country. A compilation of stories that no doubt 
replayed in many communities throughout the nation during the Vietnam era.

“They Heard the Bugle’s Call: Pawtucket and the Vietnam War,” tells the story of 21 former city residents from this 
Rhode Island community who were killed in that unpopular conflict. This book, virtually an oral history of a tragic era 
in American life, focuses on how family members dealt with the loss of a father, son, brother or husband over the 
years. The mission of the book is to honor and remember these heroes one more time in their hometown, nearly 50 
years after the war took them away from their loved ones. The book begins with the story of Pawtucket’s first casualty, 
Marine Corps Lance Corporal Antonio Maciminio, age 20, who died on May 21, 1966 near Da Nang. Maciminio, 
whose wife Cathy was four months pregnant at the time, had only been in country two months but he had written 
letters home, telling his family that “this is a crazy, mixed-up war and the way they are fighting it, it’s going to last a 
long time.” Pawtucket lost another Marine – 21-year-old Ronald Pierce – in September 1966. Three more of the city’s 
soldiers died in 1967, beginning with Army Specialist Fourth Class Normand Plante, 20, who wrote an “If I die” poem 
to his parents that spoke of hearing the bugle’s call to war. Plante ended his poem by asking his parents not to cry for 
him. “Be proud of me. My work is done.” The shocking reality of war hit the city hard on Oct. 14, 1967 when Marine 
Corps First Lt. Charles Yaghoobian, 23, died at Con Thien Combat Base on his fourth day in country. Five weeks 
later, Army Specialist Fourth Class Raymond Michalopoulos, 21, was killed in the Battle of Dak To, on the infamous 
Hill 875, which became known as “Hamburger Hill” after the month-long fighting finally ended. As the city suffered 
more and more losses over the next four years, the sounds of military funerals echoed beyond cemetery boundaries 
and out into the community. The bugler’s rendition of Taps and the accompanying 21-gun salutes became all too 
familiar and painful for citizens to endure. After the funerals ended, families were left alone to deal with their grief. 
Parents never recovered from the loss of their son. Brothers and sisters tried to go on with their lives, always 
remembering that young soldier whose image had been frozen in time, forever young. Widows faced heartbreaking 
challenges. Three of these Pawtucket widows gave birth to children who would never know their father except through 
pictures and family recollections. “They Heard the Bugle’s Call” is a story that played out all over America during the 
Vietnam War. Here is one community’s perspective on the Vietnam War, as told by the families and friends of these 
young men who died while serving their country. The second edition of this book includes a new final chapter 
detailing an emotional ceremony on May 21, 2016 that brought 13 of the 21 families together from all over the country 
to remember their soldier and to share in a healing process that may never end.

About the AuthorTerry L. Nau is a Vietnam veteran and former Pawtucket Times sports editor from 1982-2012. The 
Pittsburgh, Pa. native served in the war zone from Sept. 1967 until September 1968 with A Battery, 2/32 Field 
Artillery, in the Tay Ninh-Cu Chi region. He graduated from Penn State in 1972. Upon retiring from newspaper work, 
Nau turned his attention to Vietnam and self-published two books. The first, Reluctant Soldier … Proud Veteran, 
focused on his personal journey towards understanding the role Vietnam played in his life. In 2015, Nau published his 
second book, We Walked Right Into It … Pennsbury High and the Vietnam War. This book told the story of 15 former 
students at his high school alma mater who died in Vietnam. And now we have the final book in Nau’s Vietnam series 
… They Heard the Bugle’s Call: Pawtucket and the Vietnam War. 


