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Stephen Long : Thirty-Eight: The Hurricane That Transformed New England  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Thirty-Eight: The Hurricane That Transformed New 
England: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. 38 hurricaneBy itnomExpert analysis of the devastation of New 
England forest. Anyone interested in the forestry history before and after the hurricane destruction this is your kind of 
book2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Excellent!By spotted fawnGreat read, chouldnt put it down!2 of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300209517


2 people found the following review helpful. Packed with information in a readable style. It was ...By Babette 
HansenPacked with information in a readable style. It was interesting to learn of the effect on people. Mr. Long's 
speculation as to the possible effect today of a comparable storm was scary. I bought 2 copies to send to my nephew 
and grandson.

A groundbreaking account of the cataclysmic hurricane of 1938 and its devastating impact on New England’s inland 
forests The hurricane that pummeled the northeastern United States on September 21, 1938, was New England’s most 
damaging weather event ever. To call it “New England’s Katrina” might be to understate its power. Without warning, 
the storm plowed into Long Island and New England, killing hundreds of people and destroying roads, bridges, dams, 
and buildings that stood in its path. Not yet spent, the hurricane then raced inland, maintaining high winds into 
Vermont and New Hampshire and uprooting millions of acres of forest. This book is the first to investigate how the 
hurricane of ’38 transformed New England, bringing about social and ecological changes that can still be observed 
these many decades later. The hurricane’s impact was erratic—some swaths of forest were destroyed while others 
nearby remained unscathed; some stricken forests retain their prehurricane character, others have been transformed. 
Stephen Long explores these contradictions, drawing on survivors’ vivid memories of the storm and its aftermath and 
on his own familiarity with New England’s forests, where he discovers clues to the storm’s legacies even now. Thirty-
Eight is a gripping story of a singularly destructive hurricane. It also provides important and insightful information on 
how best to prepare for the inevitable next great storm.

"Even if the environmental impact of the hurricane doesn’t interest you, the first-person accounts make fascinating 
reading."—Jan Gardner, Boston Globe 


