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Boris Gorbachevsky : Through the Maelstrom: A Red Army Soldier'sWar on the Eastern Front, 1942-1945
(Modern War Studies) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all
praised Through the Maelstrom: A Red Army Soldier's War on the Eastern Front, 1942-1945 (Modern War Studies):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. he does this to hold the attention of most readers better, and it does
flesh out interpersonal relationshipsthat ...By william c. jordanA very interesting book written from experiencesin the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0700616055

Russian/German fighting on the Eastern front. | gave him two stars for the historical accuracy of his account of the
progressive battles as they occurred. | gave him one star for the correct designations of battle equipment (T-34/76 and
not T-34/85 tanks at the proper periodsin the war: Ilyushin I1-2 Sturmovik battle aircraft used throughout the time
period that he writes about, along with correct German battle equipment. One star for his emotional relating of how
actual combat affects armies and soldiers personally. | had to take one star off because of my personal preferences for
non-fiction history. He inserts conversations between him and those he comes in contact with:....total recall?... this
throughout four years of savage fighting! However, he does this to hold the attention of most readers better, and it does
flesh out interpersonal relationships that he wants to convey. Too much of it is a pet peeve of mine, but that is just me!
All inal, well worth the read. Fort Knox Tanker0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ehBy Ernstl was
disappointed with this book. The title implies a harrowing odyssey of a soviet soldier through the eastern front of
ww2. Riddled with innumerable battles and tribulations. Instead (spoiler aert) the protagonist takes part In one battle.
Other than that and a few less than riveting encounters with snipers that's al the action that takes place. | will say this
book iswell written and | very much enjoyed the beginning during the writers combat schooling. Being written by a
Komsomol leader this book is quite political. The writer is quick to demonize the Germansin broad statements. If
you're looking for a book about the minutiae and al the inns and outs of the frontline commissariat thisis abook for
you. | only gaveit 3 stars because | find the title misleading. Thisisagood read, it was smply less than | expected.O
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Thisis my first read of the Russian sidein ...By John W. Bardwell This
ismy first read of the Russian sidein WW 11. Unfortunately it will be my last. WAY too much of the communist point
of view, the whys and why nots, etc. He does however tell how soviet soldiers were badly mistreated by Russian
commanders but he also paints the Germans as "snakes" with avery broad brush. | bought this book in hopes of
reading about combat, etc from the soviet side, not the political stuff.

The monumental battles of World War |1's Eastern Front—M oscow, Stalingrad, Kursk—are etched into the historical
record. But there is another, hidden history of that war that has too often been ignored in official accounts. Boris
Gorbachevsky was ajunior officer in the 31st Army who first saw front-line duty as arifleman in the 30th Army.
Through the Maelstrom recounts his three harrowing years on some of the war's grimmest but forgotten battlefields:
the campaign for Rzhev, the bloody struggle to retake Belorussia, and the bitter final fighting in East Prussia. As he
traces his experiences from hisinitial training, through the maelstrom, to final victory, he provides one of the richest
and most detailed memoirs of life and warfare on the Eastern Front. Gorbachevsky's panoramic account takes us from
infantry specialist school to the front lines to rear services areas and his whirlwind romances in wartime Moscow. He
recalls the shriek of Katiusha rockets flying overhead toward the enemy and the unforgettable how! of Stukas
divebombing Soviet tanks. And he conveys horrors of brutal fighting not recorded previously in English, including his
own participation in a human wave assault that decimated his regiment at Rzhev, with piles of corpses growing the
closer they got to the German trenches. Gorbachevsky also records the sufferings of the starving citizens of Leningrad,
the savage execution of a Russian scout who turned in false information, the killing of an innocent German trying to
welcome the Soviet troops, and a chilling campfire discussion by four Russian soldiers as they compared notes about
the women they'd raped. His memoir brims with rich descriptions of daily army life, the challenges of maintaining
morale, and relationships between soldiers. It aso includes candid exposés of the many problems the Red Army faced:
the influence of political officers, the stubbornness of senior commanders, the attrition through desertions, and the
initial months of occupation in postwar Germany. Through the Maelstrom features the swiftly moving narrative and
rich dialogue associated with the grand style of great Russian literature. Ultimately, it provides afitting and final
testament to soldiers who fought and died in anonymity.

“This extraordinary memoir represents a veritable final testament to the countless millions of Soviet soldiers who
fought and often perished in cruel anonymity. Gorbachevsky describes the tactical fighting in which he took part and
the personalities and command styles of his superior commanders, all with atailor’s keen eye for preserving detail and
refreshing candor regarding the real conditions that Red Army soldiers endured. . . . A superb literary work that is far
more accurate and comprehensive than Guy Sajer’ s bestselling memoir, The Forgotten Soldier.”—David Glantz,
author of Zhukov’s Greatest Defeat: The Red Army’s Epic Disaster in Operation Mars, 1942From the Back
Cover"This extraordinary memoir represents a veritable final testament to the countless millions of Soviet soldiers
who fought and often perished in cruel anonymity. Gorbachevsky describes the tactical fighting in which he took part
and the personalities and command styles of his superior commanders, al with atailor's keen eye for preserving detail
and refreshing candor regarding the real conditions that Red Army soldiers endured. . . . A superb literary work that is
far more accurate and comprehensive than Guy Sgjer's bestselling memoir, The Forgotten Soldier."--David Glantz,
author of Zhukov's Greatest Defeat: The Red Army's Epic Disaster in Operation Mars, 1942About the AuthorBoris
Gorbachevsky worked for forty years as a professor, journalist, and editor in Russia before emigrating to the United
Statesin 1994. He previously published the monthly Russian-language journal Vestnik Rod-Ailenda (Rhode Island



Herald).



