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Stephen Skelton : Through the Valley of the Shadow of Death: The Civil War Manuscript Collection of Captain 
Harvey Alexander Wallace, 5th South Carolina Infantry and 19th Texas Infantry, Walker's Texas Division 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Through the Valley of 
the Shadow of Death: The Civil War Manuscript Collection of Captain Harvey Alexander Wallace, 5th South Carolina 
Infantry and 19th Texas Infantry, Walker's Texas Division: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Rusk County, East Texas, everyday life and hardshipBy RBI 
AlaskaGreat perspective about a man dedicated to his family that was very religious and very much in love with his 
wife. Enjoyable read if you want to get a close understanding of how brutal the civil was for someone from East 
Texas. I was able to see what my great great great grandfather experienced (wounded and taken prisoner) under the 
leadership of Capt. Wallace, .1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Family history lessonBy Dave 
McCallumI got this book for my dad because he wanted to learn more about our family history and he said that it has 
done. Would recommend this book to anyone who enjoys reading behind the scenes stuff that went on during the Civil 
War.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great InformationBy John BellA most excellent account of the 
19th Texas Infantry. I enjoyed this book and it provides a good account of a regiment in Texas and the Trans-
Mississippi theater.

The Captain Harvey Alexander Wallace Civil War manuscript collection is a virtual window in time that allows the 
reader to step through and share the lives of a Confederate soldier, his family, and extended family through the course 
of the entire war. The collection gives a complete story that places the reader there with Captain Wallace and his 
family, and beside the soldiers who served with him from South Carolina and Texas. The story unfolds as if on a 
movie screen, with the characters recording their thoughts, feelings, and emotions as if they were speaking directly to 
the reader. Wallace's letters, journals, and diary relate a nearly complete history of the infantry company that he 
recruited, trained, and led after his relocation to Texas from York District, South Carolina. As a result, Wallace's 
Company-H, 19th Texas Infantry, Walker's Texas Division, can be considered one of the most chronicled Texas 
infantry units of the Trans-Mississippi. Captain Wallace also records his service with the Catawba Light Infantry of 
York District, South Carolina, and the history of its early service as Company-H, 5th South Carolina Infantry. The 
breadth of the collection and depth of personal content give this work its uniqueness. The surviving transcribed 
manuscripts consist of 109 personal letters, three journals, a prison diary, a descriptive muster roll, and a casualty list. 
Numerous editorial footnotes provide additional background, biographical, and genealogical information. 
Photographs, muster rolls, an extensive bibliography, and a name index are also included. Stephen Skelton is a 
research historian and historical consultant specializing in local, Texas, U. S. military, and U. S. Civil War history. 
Steve is a Texas Civil War unit consultant with the University of Tennessee's Civil War Units File Project and has 
consulted on various research, writing, and genealogical projects. He also has extensive experience in historic site 
research and investigation, as well as artifact recovery and preservation.


