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A. A. Hoehling : Thunder At Hampton Roads  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Thunder At Hampton Roads: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy Reinhold F.Its OK2 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. Thunder at Hampton RoadsBy A CustomerA. A. Hoehling?s Thunder at Hampton Roads tells the story 
of the U.S.S. Monitor, the world?s first all-iron fighting ship. The book covers the entire story of this famous vessel, 
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detailing the construction of the vessel, the battle between it and the C.S.S. Merrimack, and its rediscovery in the mid-
1970?s. The Monitor changed the image of the navy forever, ridding people of their notion of ships built of oak and 
canvas and replacing it with pictures closer to those invoked by the navy of today: ones of invincible metal and 
guns.The book begins with an account of the construction of the Monitor. Northern and Southern forces were racing 
for naval supremacy throughout the war, and ironclads were among the most important technology being developed. 
The Monitor was specifically designed to combat the seemingly indestructible Southern Merrimack. A Swede named 
John Ericcson conceived of the idea for the North. Though similar in design to the other ship, which had already been 
proven in battle, the Monitor's development was viewed with some skepticism; many people thought it would never 
float, much less act as a battle-ready warship. They were proved wrong, as the Monitor was proved as worthy as its 
Confederate opponent.The second section of the book details the Monitor?s encounter with the Southern ironclad 
Merrimack, and its sinkage off the coast of Cape Hatteras. The battle came in defense of a seaport called Hampton 
Roads. Both ships took substantial damage. The Monitor came away victorious, though the Merrimack did escape. 
Many people believed that the ironclad was the only thing that came between Hampton Roads and a complete 
ransacking by the Confederate Navy. The loss of the Monitor was an unfortunate incident. The ironclad was being 
towed by another ship, the Rhode Island, to Wilmington North Carolina, where it was indeed to take part in capturing 
the city. When the crew discovered that their ship was failing, they cut loose from the Rhode island so as to avoid 
bringing the other ship down with the Monitor. Luckily, most of the crew was able to escape via lifeboat. Sadly, 
fifteen crewmen, including the captain, went down with her.The third section of the book details the post-war lives of 
those who were involved with the Monitor, and tells of its rediscovery in the 1970?s. Many of the Monitor?s crewmen 
lived peacefully after the sinking, but one could not. Samuel Dana Greene, an executive officer on the Monitor whom 
many thought should have chased the Southern Merrimack until he had captured or destroyed it, killed himself. 
Supposedly he was consumed with guilt that was fed by the accusations over the fact that the Merrimack escaped to do 
further damage in the war. Only after his death was the matter cleared up by a superior officer who announced that the 
Monitor had sustained too much damage for it to follow the enemy ship.The Monitor was discovered and 
photographed by a team of marine scientists twelve miles off Cape Hatteras where it had sunk to more than a century 
previously. Salvaging operations funded by the National Science Foundation and National Geographic were 
successful. Technological advances such as that of sonar greatly aided those who were devoted to discovering the 
Monitor. Restoration work was taking place when the book was published in the late 1970?sA. A. Hoehling used 
diaries, letters, ships? logs, and newspaper articles to put together the story of the Monitor. He was directly involved 
with the salvage work on the vessel, which explains his desire to let the public know about this fascinating ship. It was 
his belief that the Monitor played a significant role in the Civil War and in the development of the navy, a point that he 
convinces the reader of throughout the book.I believe that this book would be perfect for research on any aspect of the 
Merrimack or the Monitor. Through text and photos of the Monitor as it was when built and as it appeared sunken 
beneath the sea, the author tells the ship?s complete story. This is a valuable source for anyone researching naval 
forces during the civil war, not only the battles but also the inner workings of the Navy and its chain of command.2 of 
3 people found the following review helpful. Strong thumbs up from ironclad officianadoBy A CustomerStill the best 
book on the history of the USS Monitor. Hoeling is both an excellent researcher and a first-rate writer. I am very 
pleased this book is back in print. Naval historians should rejoice!

"On March 9, 1862, the ""battle of the century"" took place at Hampton Roads. The U.S.S. Monitor, the world's first 
all-iron fighting ship, repulsed the Confederate ironclad Merrimack."


