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DouglasR. Egerton : Thunder at the Gates: The Black Civil War Regimentsthat Redeemed America before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Thunder at the Gates: The
Black Civil War Regiments that Redeemed America:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Cambria County Librarygrest cd-book

Soon after Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863, abolitionists began to call for
the creation of black regiments. At first, the South and most of the North responded with outrage; southerners
promised to execute any black soldiers captured in battle, while many northerners claimed that blacks lacked the
necessary courage. Meanwhile, Massachusetts, long the center of abolitionist fervor, launched one of the greatest
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experimentsin American history. In Thunder at the Gates, Douglas R. Egerton chronicles the formation and battlefield
triumphs of the 54th and 55th Massachusetts Infantry and the 5th Massachusetts Cavalry-regiments led by whites but
composed of black men born free or into slavery. He argues that the most important battles of all were won on the
field of public opinion, for in fighting with distinction the regiments realized the long-derided idea of full and equal
citizenship for blacks. A stirring evocation of this transformative episode, Thunder at the Gates offers ariveting new
perspective on the Civil War and its legacy.

"A thoroughly researched, comprehensive look at the Civil War regiments who took the first step in the struggle to
make their countrymen see them as intelligent, capable men." ---KirkusAbout the AuthorDouglas R. Egerton isthe
Merrill Family Visiting Professor in History at Cornell University and a professor of history at Le Moyne College. The
award-winning author of several books, including Y ear of Meteors, he livesin Fayetteville, New Y ork.Sean Crisden is
amultitalented actor and an AudioFile Earphones Award-winning narrator who has recorded audiobooks in almost
every genre, from science fiction to romance. He has aso voiced characters in numerous video games and appeared in
many commercials and films, including The Last Airbender.



