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11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Best book on World War 11 that I've read this yearBy
WryGuy?2"Thunder in the East: The Nazi-Soviet War 1941-1945", by Historian Evan Mawdsley, is a one-volume
history of the war on the Eastern Front during World War 1. Mr Mawdsley is a Professor of International History at
the University of Glascow, specializing in Russian History, and was able to take advantage of new studies and source
material from the former Soviet Union when writing this book.I'm somewhat of an amateur historian and own over
500 books on World War 11. Most of the books I've read about the Eastern Front tend to have a"German” dlant,
because until the last 15-20 years, the Soviet archives were not assessable to historians and what was released was
highly censored, so German sources and accounts were primarily used. In recent years, though, western historians such
as David Glantz (as well as ayounger generation of Russian historians) have been able to examine and incorporate
newly released material into fresh examinations of the Soviet rolein World War 11 and publish new accounts and
analysesin English.In this book, Mr Mawdsley examines the Soviet positions (and to a lesser extent the Germans
ones) ... economically, militarily, politically ... and explains why the war unfolded as it did, and how things changed as
time when on. He gives overviews of the major battles, but in arefreshing change, he coversall of the Soviet
offensives as well as the German ones. (There were alot of Soviet offensives that were dismal failures, which were
officially "forgotten" on the Soviet side, and not really covered on the German side as they didn't result in major
changes to their front.) He also shows how each side's strategy evolved as the war went on, and what impact those
changes had on the fighting. Thiswork iswritten more from the Soviet perspective rather than the German
perspective, which isfine by me, as| aready own a multitude of books from the German point-of-view.Thisis the
first book I've read that ties all aspects of the Soviet side of the war together in such alogical, compact, and yet
complete manner. It does not go into great depth on the battles themselves ... the book would have to be tripleits
length to even begin to provide that level of detail ... but it gives an outstanding overview, explanation, anaysis, and
summary of the war on the Eastern Front. The only nit | have is that the book probably needs afew more maps.I'm not
given to gushing, but I've enjoyed this book as much asany I'veread al year, and it's earned a place on my top shelf.
Mr Mawdsley's writing style is crisp and easy to digest, and he organized his material very well. As| mentioned
above, while this book is written more from the Soviet perspective, it was not biased toward either side in my opinion.
I highly recommend this book to anyone with an interest in the Eastern Front of World War 11.9 of 10 people found the
following review helpful. A concise history why Russia defeated GermanyBy Dave SchranckEvan Mawdsley, a
Professor of Modern History at the University of Glasgow is an expert on Soviet Russian history. He has devoted his
obviously comprehensive knowledge to writing a concise history of World War Il on the Eastern Front. This narrative
is not an exhaustive attempt to cover every aspect of the war or to cover it in great depth. The author's main effort is
focused on the events and decisions that cost Germany the war or perhaps its more appropriate to say on Russia
winning the war since this book is clearly Russian centric.While describing, from a high altitude, the key events and
happenings of the war, the author explains the reasons and consequences of battle, its decisions, results and in many
cases their ramifications for the future war effort. These discussions are important and for me a prime reason for liking
the book. The included Conclusions at the end of each chapter are also pertinent and add to the value of the book. The
author also includes 21 tables of updated statistics on casualty figures, production numbers, tank and plane losses
which were useful. Mr Mawdsley has relied quite heavily for these figures and more on the bevy of Russian books that
have recently been published. Mr Krivosheev is afavorite source that is quoted often. The book is divided into two
sections and 13 chapters and laid out for the most part, until the last year of war, in chronological order. The first
section involves the German victories of the first two years and include some of the key battles in Operations
Barbarossa, Typhoon, Blue and ending with Stalingrad. The last section highlights the Russian turnaround and
improving war strategy. The surrender of Stalingrad and the other victories of 1943 is considered the pivotal year of
the war. Kursk, the race to the Dniepr, Operation Bagration, Berlin are some of the key events discussed. The battle
coverage of each section is preceded by background information for each respective dictator / country. You'll learn
about Hitler and therefore Germany's rise from the ashes of WWI as well as treaties between the two countries. On the
Russian side, you will learn about purges of the late 1930s, mobilization and the state of unreadiness of the Russian
armies among other things.The author feels quite strongly that proponents who claim the Russian victory was the
result of massive manpower aloneto be in error and are discounting the improved war doctrine, production capacities
and the Russian spirit.In addition to the military coverage, you will also read, to a lesser degree, about the impact of
occupation on the civilian population, partisan action, the brutal actions on Jews and Communists. Lend-L ease,
weapons and the concept of total war is discussed as well. The author distinguishes between German and Russian
brutality including Stalin's on his own people. With different motives for precipitating those terrible actions Mr
Mawdsley seem to be more forgiving to the Russians as understandabl e while German actions are completely
reprehensible.Seeing that this narrative does not include the actual battle action, the eleven maps that are included are
not battle specific but are a generic series of where the front lines were during the course of the war. The maps were
appropriate for the format of the book. There are also afew photos.There is aso an awesome Notes section and alarge
Bibliography of secondary sourcesif further reading is wanted. Both sections will be quite useful.lts obvious the
author is knowledgeable and well read on Russia and the war years and while touching on many aspects of the war, it's



ashame that greater depth on battle aspects and weaponry, intelligence as well as greater coverage of Hitler and Stalin
wasn't within the purview of the author. It would've been interesting to read more on Stalin's political impact on the
war and his relationships with Churchill and FDR.The idea audience for this book are people looking for a concise
and creditable overview of the war and are not concern with the tactical aspects of battle or for those people interested
in reading the latest statistics emanating from Russia.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy
malia del osantosperfect

The battlesin Russia played the decisive part in Hitler's defeat. Gigantic, prolonged, and bloody, they contrasted with
the general nature of the fighting on other fronts. The Russians fought on their own in "their" theater of war and with
an independent strategy. Stalinist Russiawas a country radically different from its liberal democratic alies. Hitler and
the German high command, for their part, conceived and carried out the Russian campaign as asingular "war of
annihilation." Thisriveting new book is a penetrating, broad-ranging, yet concise overview of thisvast conflict. It
investigates the Wehrmacht and the Red Army and the command and production systems that organized and sustained
them. It considers arange of further themes concerning this most political of wars. Benefiting from a post-Communist,
post-Cold War perspective, the book takes advantage of awealth of new studies and source material that have become
available over the last decade. Readers from history buffs to scholars will find something new in this exciting new
book.

"Thunder in the East is now the state-of-the art general history of the Eastern front."--James V. Koch, Old Dominion
University"Mawdsley is a Russian specialist, and much of hisresearch is based on thousands of documents from the
Soviet military archives published in the 1990s. These enable him, first, to avoid ovverreliance on self-serving Soviet
military memoirs; second to provide an in-depth analysis of the Red Army's development into a highly effective
military machine; and, third, to illuminate many neglected phases and episodes of the military campaign." Geoffrey
Roberts --The Times Higher Education Supplement"Here at last is a concise and clearly written account of what
happened on both sides of the hill that provides excellent comparisons of equipment, leadership, doctrine,
organization, and personnel."--The International History "Thisis a substantial contribution to the literature on the
Soviet-German war....Mawdsley knows the material intimately. Thisis a high-class offering."--Robert ServiceAbout
the AuthorEvan Mawdsley is Professor of International History at the University of Glasgow in Scotland.



