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Myron J. Smith : Tinclads in the Civil War: Union light-Draught Gunboat Operations on Western Waters, 
1862-1865  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Tinclads in 
the Civil War: Union light-Draught Gunboat Operations on Western Waters, 1862-1865: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A very good book to add to your collectionBy Darwin F. 
ConconTinclads of the Civil War is a fantastic treatise regarding these small and lightly armored gunboats plying the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0786435798


smaller rivers and inlets of the Western Theater of Operations conducting anti-partisan warfare. Unlike the more 
famous ironclads, these ships and their brave crews went where the ironclads and larger warships could not go and 
usually far away from support. These crews were used quite a few times as marines engaging the enemy at close 
range. A very good book to add to your collection.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I like this bookBy 
ShawsParkTNI like this book, but I actually bought it thinking there would be some bits of history of the Mississippi 
Marine Brigade. Smith mentions this group several times, but not indepth enough for what I need. Also, he doesn't 
name the boats involved, even when the MMB is part of a Mississippi Squadron operation. Good book, well 
researched and his source notes are outstanding!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very Much Pleased 
With This Book !!!By K. McCullochThe author should be applauded for he had to have spent much time researching 
vast amounts of documentation. The book is very well written and most informative. Being a student of the Civil War 
and having ancestors that fought on both sides I was more than pleased with the book. .

Once the Union Army gained control of the upper rivers of the Mississippi Valley during the first half of 1862, slow 
and heavy ironclads proved ineffective in patrolling the waters. Hastily outfitted steamboats were covered with thin 
armor and pressed into duty. These "tinclads" fought Confederate forces attacking from the riverbanks, provided 
convoy for merchant steamers, enforced revenue measures, and offered tow, dispatch, and other fleet support services. 
This history documents the service records and duties of these little-known vessels of the Union fleet.

"Extensive research...clear...recommended." --Choice"This attention is long overdue. The subject is very important, 
and a knowledge of it is essential to an understanding of the war. Smith's research is most impressive." --even awe-
inspiring"--Blue Gray Magazine"An impressive bibliography...a wonderful resource." --Nautical Research 
JournalAbout the AuthorProlific author Myron J. Smith, Jr., is the library director and a professor at Tusculum College 
in Greeneville, Tennessee. 


