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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Catholic nuns during the Civil WarBy History LoverThis is an 
excellent overview of the role Catholic sisters played in the Civil War. Their prior experience in nursing, their 
dedication, their ability to live an ordered and regulated life, made them indispensable during the War. Many of the 
doctors preferred them to civilian nurses. The book is very well written and will open your eyes to a little known 
aspect of the history of Catholicism in the US.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Kazoo 
Nanaas expected4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. This is how to research a topic.By TerriAn 
excellent review of the work of Catholic sisters during the Civil War. Interesting how the sistersprovided care on both 
sides with courage and compassion. Well researched and well written.

The contributions of more than six hundred Catholic nuns to the care of Confederate and Union sick and wounded 
made a critical impact upon nineteenth-century America. Not only did thousands of soldiers directly benefit from the 
religious sisters' ministrations, but both professional nursing and Catholics' acceptance within mainstream society 
advanced significantly as a result. In To Bind Up the Wounds, Sister Mary Denis Maher writes this heretofore 
neglected Civil War chapter in rich detail, telling a riveting story shot with suspicion and prejudice, suffering and self-
sacrifice, ingenuity, beneficence, and gratitude.

"Well researched and well told". -- Civil War TimesFrom the Back CoverThe contributions of more than six hundred 
Catholic nuns to the care of Confederate and Union sick and wounded made a critical impact upon nineteenth-century 
America. Not only did thousands of soldiers directly benefit from the religious sisters' ministrations, but both 
professional nursing and Catholics' acceptance within mainstream society advanced significantly as a result. In To 
Bind Up the Wounds, Sister Mary Denis Maher draws upon personal papers of individual sisters, archival material of 
the twelve orders that provided nurses, and official medical and military records to write this heretofore neglected 
Civil War chapter in rich detail. She tells a story of riveting interest, shot with suspicion and prejudice, suffering and 
self-sacrifice, ingenuity, beneficence, and gratitude.About the AuthorSister Mary Denis Maher, PhD, is a certified 
archivist and director of the archives for the Sisters of Charity of St. Augustine, in Richfield, Ohio. A member of the 
Sisters of Charity, she is also professor emerita of English at Ursuline College. 


