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From Brand: Cornell University Press : To Plead Our Own Cause: Personal Stories by Today's Slaves  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised To Plead Our Own Cause: 
Personal Stories by Today's Slaves: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Glum but needed readingBy Michael GriswoldKevin Bales and Zoë 
Trodd have brought together numerous slave narratives to paint a picture that is both equal parts depressing, yet sorely 
needed. Problems like human trafficking need human faces attached to them, because numbers are more likely to 
ignored by a population who they mostly good at heart and probably not first and foremost concerned with how to deal 
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with slavery today. Each of these stories is both moving and frustrating at the same time, but it is through the 
unfortunate suffering of others that we are now able to understand the sheer barbarity of the problem of modern day 
slavery. If I have one criticism it's that the book needed to have even more narratives, but that's just one man's opinion. 
It's so easy to read many of the other books on modern day slavery with stories of slavery mixed in with the gross 
failings of governments and police forces in combating the problem of slavery, although I've read many wonderful 
books of this format...the slave narrative approach is most effective because its' raw and it's a direct account from the 
actual person not a third person retelling--which can cause it to lose some of its' power.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. I got this for a uni class enjoyed reading itBy Emiko Peterson-YoonExtremely informative 
and depressing to read. I got this for a uni class enjoyed reading it, but it's got some very disturbing content.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Eye OpeningBy Mac McCormickEye opening read that was well organized.

Boys strapped to carpet looms in India, women trafficked into sex slavery across Europe, children born into bondage 
in Mauritania, and migrants imprisoned at gunpoint in the United States are just a few of the many forms slavery takes 
in the twenty-first century. There are twenty-seven million slaves alive today, more than at any point in history, and 
they are found on every continent in the world except Antarctica.To Plead Our Own Cause contains ninety-five 
narratives by slaves and former slaves from around the globe. Told in the words of slaves themselves, the narratives 
movingly and eloquently chronicle the horrors of contemporary slavery, the process of becoming free, and the 
challenges faced by former slaves as they build a life in freedom. An editors' introduction lays out the historical, 
economic, and political background to modern slavery, the literary tradition of the slave narrative, and a variety of 
ways we can all help end slavery today.Halting the contemporary slave trade is one of the great human-rights issues of 
our time. But just as slavery is not over, neither is the will to achieve freedom, "plead" the cause of liberation, and 
advocate abolition. Putting the slave's voice back at the heart of the abolitionist movement, To Plead Our Own Cause 
gives occasion for both action and hope.

"If anyone thinks slavery is a horror buried long in the past or barbarism that always happens 'somewhere else,' this 
collection of narratives will puncture both of those as myths. Kevin Bales and Zoe Trodd have produced a crucial 
volume for our times, in which modern slaves bear witness to the brutal institution with candor, eloquence, and pain. 
This book can, and should, effect change."?Henry Louis Gates Jr."These slave narratives sound an alarm for all of us 
who think slavery ended in the nineteenth century. The words of modern-day slaves cry out to us to end the 
enslavement of millions in countries all over the world, including the United States. It is a heartbreaking story but 
inspirational, too, in revealing the power of resistance among people whose spirit is supposed to have been crushed. 
The authors, the slaves, the ex-slaves, have produced a powerful weapon in the contemporary movement for 
emancipation."?Howard Zinn"To Plead Our Own Cause gives voice to some of the most voiceless people on the 
planet. The breadth of these gut-wrenching stories from all over the globe is impressive and informative. Kevin Bales 
and Zoe Trodd have made a valuable and unique contribution to the literature on contemporary slavery and traffic; this 
book is a must-read for anyone with an interest in slavery, globalization, ethnicity, human rights, or criminal 
behavior."?David Kyle, University of California, Davis"In this spellbinding volume Kevin Bales and Zoe Trodd 
resurrect the abolitionist tradition of enabling slaves to tell their own stories. The horror of these collected 
contemporary stories is nearunbearable. This unique book constitutes a not-to-be-denied call for global action against 
slavery and trafficking."?Joe Lockard, Arizona State University, Director of the Antislavery Literature ProjectFrom 
the Back Cover"If anyone thinks slavery is a horror buried long in the past, or barbarism that always happens 
'somewhere else,' this collection of narratives punctures both of those as myths. Kevin Bales and Zoe Trodd have 
produced a crucial volume for our times, in which modern slaves bear witness to the brutal institution with candor, 
eloquence, and pain. This book can and should effect change."--Henry Louis Gates Jr. "To Plead Our Own Cause 
gives voice to some of the most voiceless on the planet. The breadth of these gut-wrenching stories from all over the 
globe is impressive and informative. Kevin Bales and Zoe Trodd have made a valuable and unique contribution to the 
literature on contemporary slavery and traffic; this book is a must-read for anyone with an interest in slavery, 
globalization, ethnicity, human rights, or criminal behavior."--David Kyle, University of California, DavisAbout the 
AuthorKevin Bales is Emeritus Professor at Roehampton University, and Visiting Professor at the Wilberforce 
Institute for the Study of Slavery and Emancipation. A world expert on modern slavery and a leading force in the anti-
slavery movement, he is the president of Free the Slaves and the author of Disposable People: New Slavery in the 
Global Economy. Zoe Trodd is a member of the Tutorial Board in History and Literature at Harvard University. Her 
books include Meteor of War: The John Brown Story and American Protest Literature. 


