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Mark A. Smith, Wade Sokolosky : “To Preparefor Sherman’s Coming”: The Battle of Wise'sForks, March
1865 before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised “ To Prepare for
Sherman’s Coming”: The Battle of Wise's Forks, March 1865:

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Interesting and InformativeBy Michael D.Wade Sokolosky and
Mark A. Smith answer the question, "What was the Confederate Army doing while Sherman marched north from
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Savannah through the Carolinasin 1865?" Prior to this treatise, many may have felt the Battle of Wise's Forks to be of
little significance... nothing more than Rebel "gnats" bothering the "giant" of the Union Army. The authors
successfully dispel that thought with sound reasoning based on their military experience. This book is thoroughly
researched and footnoted, with numerous photographs of the men and women involved in the battle and appendices
relating interesting anecdotes. Satisfactory maps illustrate troop positions and movements, and provide a clear
perspective of why the Union forces so thoroughly held off the Confederate attack on March 10, 1865. A great read.4
of 4 people found the following review helpful. in March 2015 including Confederate battle strength and documented
losses along with great maps and period photographsBy Andrew B.Thisis avery thorough and interesting look at a
little known Civil War battle. The authors provide detailed information about the fight near Kinston, N.C., in March
2015 including Confederate battle strength and documented |osses along with great maps and period photographs. A
ton of research and work obviously went into this book, which is a must have for anyone interested in Sherman and the
Carolinas Campaign.6 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Very good read! It has something for any
military history ...By Harold Taylor GrayVery good read! It has something for any military history fan. The brigade
level troop movement to the travails of the individual foot soldier are documented with vivid clarity. Loved it.

History has relegated the Battle of Wise's (Wyse) Forks, March 7-11, to little more than an insignificant skirmish
during the final days of the Civil War. Indeed, most histories mention it not at all. Mark A. Smith’s and Wade
Sokolosky’s “To Prepare for Sherman’s Coming”: The Battle of Wise's Forks, March 1865 erases this misconception
and elevates this battle and its related operations to the historical statusit deserves.By March 1865, the Confederacy
was on itslast legs. I1ts armies were depleted, food and resources were scarce, and morale was low. Gen. Robert E. Lee
was barely holding on to his extended lines around Richmond and Petersburg, and Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman was
operating with nearly complete freedom in North Carolina on his way north to form ajunction with Union forcesin
Virginia. Asthe authors demonstrate, the fighting that is the subject of this book came about when Lt. Gen. Ulysses S.
Grant initiated a broad military operation to assist Sherman.The responsibility for ensuring afunctioning railroad from
New Bern to Goldsboro rested with Maj. Gen. Jacob D. Cox. On March 2, 1865, Cox ordered his hastily assembled
Provisional Corps to march toward Goldsboro. In response to Cox’s movement, Confederate Gen. Joseph E. Johnston
executed a bold but risky plan to divert troops away from Sherman by turning back Cox’s advance. Under the
command of the aggressive but controversial Gen. Braxton Bragg, the Confederates stood for four days and
successfully halted Cox at Wise's Forks. This delay provided Johnston with the precious time he needed to concentrate
his forces and fight the large and important Battle of Bentonville.“ To Prepare for Sherman’s Coming” is the result of
years of careful research in awide variety of archival sources, and relies upon official reports, diaries, newspapers, and
letter collections, all tied to a keen understanding of the terrain. Sokolosky and Smith, both career army officers, have
used their expertise in military affairsto produce what is not only avaluable book on Wise' s Forks, but what surely
must be the definitive study of one of the Civil War's overlooked yet significant battles. Outstanding original maps by
George Skoch coupled with period photographs reinforce the quality of this account and the authors' commitment to
excellence.

"To Prepare for Sherman's Coming will remain the definitive work on the battle for many yearsto come." -- Mark L.
Bradley, author of Last Stand in the Carolinas: The Battle of Bentonville "The clear and crisp writing, supplemented
with original maps, photos, and wonderful research, means this book deserves a place on the bookshelf of any student
of the Carolinas Campaign." -- Eric J. Wittenberg, award-winning Civil War historian and author of The Battle of
Monroe's Crossroads and the Civil War's Final Campaign About the AuthorMajor (Ret) Mark A. Smith, who holds a
Mastersin Military Studies, isaU.S. Army veteran with 21 years of service. He served in various positions including
Scout Platoon Leader, Three Company Commands, Battalion Executive Officer, Brigade and Battalion S-4, and was
an Army ROTC Instructor at Virginia Tech. Smith is the co-author (with Wade Sokolosky) of “No Such Army Since
the Days of Julius Caesar”: Sherman’s Carolinas Campaign from Fayetteville to Averashoro.



