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Stephen B. Oates : To Purge This Land with Blood: A Biography of John Brown  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised To Purge This Land with Blood: A Biography of John 
Brown: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent addition to the understanding of John Brown, the fight to 
end slavery and the currents of the US from 1820-1860.By Glenn D. RobinsonInteresting bio on John Brown, perhaps 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0870234587


the igniter of the Civil War. This book goes into great depth about his network of supporters. He communicated, met 
with and received money from leaders all across the North with a big concentration in Boston and Cleveland. 
According to this take, he has been planning this raid for at least 10 years and many in leadership were aware of it. It is 
interesting that once it took place, politicians on both sides were being blamed and were blaming others. Those in 
leadership scrambled to deny any knowledge while those in the arts were shouting out that this was a great thing and 
that Brown was a great leader.Brown sought out key leaders across the board in the North. Frederick Douglass and 
John Brown were very close and Douglass came down to Chambersburg before the raid to advise against proceeding. 
After the raid, Douglass went to Canada and Europe. Brown also consulted with Ms. Tubman for advice on 
transporting freed slaves and to get an idea of the landscape. It is clear he really did not listen as he went to a spot in 
Virginia were there were few plantations and chose a day were the field slaves and house servants were given their 
time off to leave and come back Monday morning (something he did not think was possible.Well written with insights 
into the national and local leaders, their views, their actions and their attempts to end slavery (or support) from the 
1820's to 1860.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. To the pointBy Rich AnkerholzExcellent book about 
John Brown for those who want to gain further insight to the man, his life, and his thought process without being 
bogged down with too much information. An excellent resource.3 of 6 people found the following review helpful. A 
Seminal Work on John Brown of Kansas and Harpers FerryBy Kyle F. McgroganI cannot recommend too highly this 
1971 work by Stephen B. Oates on John Brown's life and times, it is one of the most balanced and readable 
biographies of a man who has had over 70+ works written on him since his death in 1859. Brown is, and was, a 
difficult man to handle by any standard morality context, but he was willing to do what others only spoke about 
guardedly, and that was to take on the grave evil that existed in this land under the cognomen of "Slavery". We are still 
wrestling wioth its ill effects 150 years later, and no where more so then here in the South, it is the skeleton in too 
many closets. The 16th of October will be the 150th of Brown's Raid on the United States Armory at Harpers Ferry, 
(W)Va, and I recommend that if you can get there for the event, your eyes will be opened. Get a copy of this book and 
read it, you will be enlightened.

Nearly one hundred fifty years after his epochal Harpers Ferry raid to free the slaves, John Brown is still one of the 
most controversial figures in American history. In 1970, Stephen B. Oates wrote what has come to be recognized as 
the definitive biography of Brown, a balanced assessment that captures the man in all his complexity. The book is now 
back in print in an updated edition with a new prologue by the author.

"The most objective and absorbing biography of John Brown ever written. Its title captures perfectly Brown's own 
conception of his role in the antislavery crusade. Oates describes with subtlety and detail John Brown's early career, 
his struggles with poverty, illness, and death, the desperate straits the man was put to in support of his large family of 
twenty children. . . . To Oates's credit he describes John Brown's crimes [at Pottawatomie Creek] as unflinchingly as 
he describes his hardships."?New York of Books"Brown's life was filled with drama, and Oates tells his story in a 
manner so engrossing that the book reads like a novel, despite the fact that it is extensively documented and 
researched."?Eric Foner, New York Times Book "A major work, based on research in a wide variety of sources, 
including some manuscript collections not available to previous biographers. It is a full-scale biography that treats in 
detail Brown's career before he went to Kansas and his actions in that territory, as well as the blazing climax at 
Harpers Ferry."?Saturday From the Back CoverOne hundred thirty-five years after his epochal Harpers Ferry raid to 
free the slaves, John Brown is still one of the most controversial figures in American history. In 1970, Stephen B. 
Oates wrote what has come to be recognized as the definitive biography of Brown, a balanced assessment that captures 
the man in all his complexity. The book is now back in print in an updated edition with a new prologue by the 
author.About the AuthorStephen B. Oates is Paul Murray Kendall Professor of Biography at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst. His most recent book is A Woman of Valor: Clara Barton and the Civil War. His other books 
include With Malice Toward None: The Life of Abraham Lincoln; Let the Trumpet Sound: The Life of Martin Luther 
King Jr.; and Our Fiery Trial; Abraham Lincoln, John Brown, and the Civil War Era. He is the editor of Biography as 
High Adventure: Life Writers Speak on Their Art. 


