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Roy Fenton : Tramp Ships: An Illustrated History  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Tramp Ships: An Illustrated History: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great Overview of the Venerable Tramp FreighterBy James J. 
BloomTramp freighters have a special niche in the lore and literature of the sea. This type of vessel, along with the 
tramp trade in general (carrying cargo around quixotic and exotic itineraries) has gone the way of the dodo. Of course, 
as the author acknowledges, the space limitation precludes accommodating everyone's favorite example but Roy 
Fenton manages to include a goodly sampling of the type over a century-plus. It's British-centric (the type is 
dominated by British examples as would be expected with shipping generally) , but there are enough ships from other 
nations for a rounded picture.Rare and clear photos are the heart of the book, but the text manages to be informative 
and inclusive.This book is a handy companion to the many nautical adventure fictional works featuring these ships, 
whose service liferan over decades, when the vessels were wheezing rust-buckets whose captains had to carry plenty 
of spares aboard so they wouldn't be left adrift off Java, Shanghai, Fiji, and other ports of intrigue.5 of 5 people found 
the following review helpful. review of "Tramp Ships"By scooter281As a builder of period ship models, this is a 
subject that I'm very interested in, and there are very few titles available in the US. Trust the English to fill in the gaps. 
The text covers the basics of building, financing, crewing, and the routes and cargoes of the tramp steamers. But the 
real gem of this book is the collection of photos, and Mr. Fenton's exhaustive research and comments on the life and 
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career of each ship depicted. You won't be disappointed if you buy this book.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Five StarsBy williamExcellent ...very informative

The tramp ship was the taxi of the seas. With no regular schedules, it voyaged anywhere and everywhere, picking up 
and dropping off cargoes, mainly bulk cargoes such as coal, grain, timber, china clay and oil. It was the older and 
slower vessels that tended to find their way into this trade, hence the tag ‘tramp’, though new tramps were built, often 
with the owner’s eye on chartering to the liner companies. In this new book by the well-known author Roy Fenton, 
their evolution is described over the course of more than 100 years, from the 1860s, when the steam tramp developed 
from the screw collier, until it was largely replaced by the specialist bulk carrier in the 1980s. An introduction looks at 
the design and building of tramps before going on to describe the machinery, from simple triple-expansion turbines to 
diesel engines. Their operation and management and the life of the officers and crews is also covered. The meat of the 
book is to be found in the 300 wonderfully evocative photographs of individual ships which illustrate the development 
of the tramp and its trades through the last years of the 19th century, the two world wars, and the postwar years. Each 
caption gives the dimensions, the owners and the builder, and outlines the career, with notes on trades and how they 
changed over a ship’s lifetime. Design features are highlighted and notes on machinery included. This will become a 
classic work, to inspire all merchant ship enthusiasts and historians.
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