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Page Smith : Trial by Fire: A People's History of the Civil War and Reconstruction  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Trial by Fire: A People's History of the Civil War 
and Reconstruction: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy J.Mikele Stewartwas a gift.14 of 17 people found the 
following review helpful. the best by farBy GeorgiaPeachPage Simith's history is unparalleled anywhere. This history 
should be required reading in schools everywhere, in place of the boring, lifeless textbooks we were forced to read as 
children. If minor and pointless minutiae can be refuted, the big picture cannot. This is not "revisionist" history, it is 
told primarily through contemporary diaries and newspaper accounts, and assembled into a riveting narrative by a 
master historian. The heroes and villains of this frenzied, uncompromising, brutal and ultimately disastrous period are 
allowed to emerge on their own, not as fantasies of a partisan agenda. This great country can learn much from the 
retelling of this painful episode in our history, on our collective journey to become the great people we think we are.18 
of 21 people found the following review helpful. A book every American should readBy Patrick GaffeyThis is the 
finest work of history I have read, thoroughly researched and brilliant. It cuts directly to the meaning of the United 
States and brightly illuminates today's problems and their causes without making those points directly. Mr. Page is 
thoughtful, balanced and even-handed throughout. Though the book is long, it is a tense and exciting read. He knows 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0070585717


how to tell a story, and there is none more compelling than the story of our nation in its peril. This series is so well-
respected that it is surprising to see negative reviews on this site. Read this book for yourself, and you'll feel its 
excellence on every page.

Using first-hand accounts from diaries, journals, and letters, Page Smith brings to life the most tragic era of our 
nation--the Civil War. He relates the daily wartime lives of Americans--black and white, Northern and Southern, 
civilian and military.


