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Philipp Blom, Veronica Buckley : Twilight of the Romanovs: A Photographic Odyssey Across Imperial Russia 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Twilight of the 
Romanovs: A Photographic Odyssey Across Imperial Russia: 

17 of 17 people found the following review helpful. Coffee table book on late imperial RussiaBy A ReaderThis book 
offers a selection of photos taken all over the Russian empire from 1855 to 1917. Don't take the accuracy of the text 
for granted-Rasputin is described in one caption as a "wandering priest," which he was not. The research on the book 
seemed to be rather lax. The color photos in the book, taken using a 4-plate technique, were interesting. The quality of 
the photos in the book was consistently good, so if you're just buying it for the photos, you should be okay. I didn't 
think it was quite worth the cost.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A valuable historical record worth 
seeingBy B. PockerJust a fantastic record of lives erased by events. Could not help considering the ultimate fate of 
each of those photographed. The people looked happy or contented. It is sobering to think how limited their time was 
before the revolt.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Old Russia RevisitedBy Carl W.This book includes 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0500516685


both a wonderful collection of old photographs during the last years of the Romanov dynasty in Russia, and 
illuminating text, organized by regions of the Russian Empire. For anyone interested in this period of history, a must-
have!

The lives of the tsars and their subjects from 1855 to 1918, told through rare archival photographs The Russian Empire 
was among the most mysterious of the world’s great powers, profoundly torn between a rural population living almost 
medieval lives and industrial and social change in the cities. The tsar’s gigantic realm struggled with the advent of 
modernity and with its own internal contradictions between Asia and Europe, faith and science, different ethnic 
groups, and the divergent interests of the aristocracy, the middle classes, the urban workers, and the rural poor: a 
continent of contradictions from abject poverty to fairy-tale wealth captured by authors from Tolstoy to Chekhov, 
from Gogol to Gorky.Twilight of the Romanovs opens a door into the world of pre-revolutionary Russia using original 
photographs taken during the last decades of Romanov rule. They include remarkable color images created using an 
early three-color-plate technique that brings the remote past to life. Our companions on this journey include the 
Scottish photographer William Carrick, Americans George Kennan and Murray Howe, the German-Russian Carl 
Bulla, Sergey Produkin-Gorsky, and the writers Leonid Andreyev and Anton Chekhov, together with many 
anonymous others. These photographs are snapshots of a vanished world, yet they reveal a surprising continuity: 
despite the subsequent revolution, faces, buildings, and landscapes still resonate with those who see them a century 
and more later. 360 illustrations, 114 in color

“The early color photographs in the book are poignant and startlingly immediate, whether they depict cornflowers in a 
field of rye or a group of friends at a dinner party.” - Women's Wear Daily“Rare and startling examples of early color 
photographs . . .” - Library Journal“The color imagery is . . . haunting . . .  cold stares coupled with bright clothes, and 
breathtaking landscapes . . . these are photographs that have not been highlighted in the eye of the public.” - The Photo 
About the AuthorPhilipp Blom’s publications include  A Wicked Company and The Vertigo Years: Change and 
Culture in the West, 1900-1914.Veronica Buckley is the author of Queen Christina and Madame de Maintenon. 


