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Graham Peck : Two kinds of Time  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Two kinds of Time: 

9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Want to understand China today? Start here.By J. DeMundThis is 
one of the most fascinating historical accounts of wartime China I have read. It has helped me understand the long, 
deep and possibly ineradicable roots of many of the problems facing China today. It is also a fascinating 
travelogue/sociological commentary. The author travels widely in China, from urban areas where there were many 
westerners to rural areas that few foreigners have ever seen. It is amazing that this book got published for the first time 
in the 1950's, and not surprising, but still tragic, that the author lived out his life in obscurity as a result of 
McCarthyism. I can imagine a much different outcome for the relations between the US and China if Peck and his like-
minded contemporaries who had such a deep understanding of China, and a recognition that they still didn't understand 
everything, had been allowed to make a contribution to US foreign and domestic policy. The excellent introduction 
provides a context for those of us who came late to this wonderful book. I wish I had known about this book as a 
student in the 1970's.10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Two Kinds of Time, by Graham PeckBy 
Sarah LaneReading this book deepens our understanding of what was really happening in China during the 
Japanese/Kuomintang era. Graham Peck was there, and he traveled around and got a first-hand look at many 
viewpoints and how the events that were taking place were affecting the people and steering the country in various 
directions. His keen insight and his commentary on what he saw and experienced are invaluable to anyone who wants 
to comprehend the China of today (and, for that matter, the world of today). This is the most thorough and insightful 
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book I have ever seen about this subject, and I couldn't help thinking as I read it that human history is, in many ways, a 
script that has been played over and over in various settings and times. It's a tired old story of suffering, struggle, 
ruthless power and greed, and destructive wars. I believe the only way we will we learn the lessons from the past that 
we need in order to progress is to understand on a deep level what drives human society, and I believe Two Kinds of 
Time is a book that can help us toward that path. I'm thankful that there was such an intelligent pair of eyes recording 
all of this, and I hope this book will be widely read.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A bonus for 
those who have obtained the original edition is the large number of fine illustrations.By M. C, SanderThis is a classic 
of reportage on China in the 1940s. Few outsiders knew China as well as Graham Peck. The book is long, but the 
anecdotes and insights reward the patient reader. A bonus for those who have obtained the original edition is the large 
number of fine illustrations.

This is a strange and wonderful book about modern China - entertaining, witty, doubly eloquent in words and in the 
line drawings with which it is profusely illustrated. Every page in it springs from personal experience by an American 
who actually shared the life of the Chinese and came to understand it. It contains many a funny story, told with gusto, 
many an entrancing, romantic, or ghastly situation, many unforgettable individuals.


