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Center for Oral History History : Uchinanchu: A History of Okinawans in Hawaii  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Uchinanchu: A History of Okinawans in Hawaii: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy KalenaPerfect!!!1 of 3 people found the following 
review helpful. MisspellingBy TadaboThere is no such word as "Kokinawans". The proper word is "Okinawans". The 
title of the book should be: Uchinanchu: A History of Okinawans in Hawaii.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0824807499


Uchinanchu is the term used by Okinawan immigrants and their descendants in Hawaii to identify themselves as an 
ethnic group distinct from the Yamatunchu or Naichi of Japans four main islands. Though Japanese, linguistic and 
cultural differences as well as their late arrival in the islands made the Uchinanchu targets of Naichi prejudice in the 
past. Pressure from without and determination from within the group caused Hawaiis Uchinanchu to pull together with 
pride in the face of adversity.Some 25,000 men, women, and children left their impoverished Okinawan homeland 
between 1900 and 1924, hoping for a better life in Hawaii. Their early experiences were marked by hard, lean years on 
sugar and pineapple plantations. In this book, eighty- and ninety-year-old issei, first generation immigrants, describe 
through interviews what it was like to pull up roots in their homeland and make new lives in the islands.The story of 
the gradual development and progress of the Okinawan community is unfolded through articles on labor, religion, 
culture, business, agriculture, government, son (village) clubs, and community-wide organizations.Uchinanchu 
supports and promotes pride in the culture, history, and contributions of Okinawans in Hawaii. It also adds another 
chapter to our understanding of Hawaiis rich, diverse, multi-ethnic heritage.

"The materials in Uchinanchu present an unprecedented wealth of information on Okinawans." - Russell Endo, 
University of Colorado "It was a delight to read the conversations of these issei interviewees; for this reviewer, the oral 
texts held further meaning, of renewed acquaintances with old family friends and kinfolk." - Gary Y. Okihiro, 
Columbia University" 


