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Pharris Deloach Johnson : UNDER THE SOUTHERN CROSS  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised UNDER THE SOUTHERN CROSS: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A Soldiers' Point of ViewBy B. JacksonI first read this book several 
years ago and it prompted my own interest in researching family history in the civil war. After doing so and reading 
many soldiers' accounts and their personal correspondence and diaries at the Emory University Manuscripts and Rare 
Books Library, I recently re-read Col Johnson's book. Under the Southern Cross stands up extremely well. Col. 
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Johnson has done an amazing job of editing the various Bradwell papers into a very readable chronological narrative. 
The book makes no pretense of being a broadly researched history; it is a narrative of the war as seen through the eyes, 
experiences and opinions of Bradwell. The book rings with accuracy when read in juxtaposition with other sources. 
The details of an ordinary soldier's camp life in the early chapters and the matter of fact narrative of this soldier's 
experiences with the cold, heat, wet, hunger, sickness and battlefield experiences, from The Seven Days to 
Appomattox, are intensely interesting. There are many high altitude, all encompassing histories of the major civil war 
engagements but few books written from the perspective of a soldier on the front line. That this one was actually 
written by a soldier and delivered to us in a laboriously edited form by Co. Johnson is a real treat for anyone interested 
in civil war history, especially regarding the Army of Northern Virginia.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Enjoyable, well writtenBy Delta 1011It is well written and provides an inside look from an enlisted man's 
perspective. My ancestors were in this unit so it meant so much to me.8 of 8 people found the following review 
helpful. Under the Southern Cross : Soldier Life With Gordon BradwellBy CustomerAn excellent book. Very well 
written and made to order for those who have an appetite for more Civil War history. It is well-organized in content 
and truly a remarkable record of the Civil War written from the perspective of a Private in the Confederate army who 
was educated and had the ability to put his insights down in excellent form. Col. Johnson has done a superb job of 
editing the material left by Private Bradwell. It is a treasure-find for those interested in Southern history, in particular 
those of us in South Georgia.

Isaac Gordon Bradwells captivating personal narrative provides an honest description of those long-ago events of the 
1860s which so importantly shaped our countrys history. A volunteer at 18, he was with his company aT the time of its 
inception and was in combat at the time of Lees surrender. Nearly every aspect of a young privates life in the Lawton-
Gordon-Evans Brigade is vividly described. The intimate details he provides of his regiment and the personalities of 
its men give us insight that is not found elsewhere. We learn from his remarkable story that Bradwell was for a brief 
time a member of Stonewall Jacksons "Foot cavalry," later among the Confederate infantry making the deepest 
penetration into the North during the Gettysburg Campaign, and part of the last of Lees army to leave enemy soil after 
the Gettysburg invasion. He participated in General Ewells first action at the Wilderness, fought with his brigade at the 
"Bloody Angle" at Spotsylvania Court House, and was with General Early in his 1864 Valley Campaign. After 
fighting in the unsuccessful attack on Fort Stedman at Petersburg in 1865, Bradwell was one of the last to evacuate the 
Rebel defenses. He concluded his valiant service in line of battle at Appomatox Court House.

About the AuthorPharris Deloach Johnson is a career logistics officer in the United States Air Force whose previous 
assignments include base headquarters, and air logistics center level jobs in both the US and overseas. A lifetime 
interest in miliary history and the American Civil War led him to extensive research on Georgias Lawton-Gordon-
Evans Brigade of the Army of Northern Virginia. Johnson is the author of two other books, Evans County and the 
Creation of Fort Stewart, Georgia, and Bellville, GeorgiaThe First Hundred Years. 


