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Jamie Longazel : Undocumented Fears: Immigration and the Politics of Divide and Conquer in Hazleton, 
Pennsylvania  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Undocumented Fears: Immigration and the Politics of Divide and Conquer in Hazleton, Pennsylvania: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A timely review of one of the current and timeless problems facing 
our nation and the world, immigration.By Dr. William J. CasperAn easy read about the sad recent history of my 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1439912688


hometown, and the even sadder distant history that was never taught in our schools of the Latimer Mines Massacre. It's 
well written and an easy read, but the price seems a bit high for what is essentially a long essay.1 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. Fantastic. Highly informativeBy Robert KlemowFantastic. Highly informative.0 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. The Politics of FearBy Michael KirchnerFinally a true look at the at abusive right 
wing political games.

The Illegal Immigration Relief Act (IIRA), passed in the small Rustbelt city of Hazleton, Pennsylvania in 2006, was a 
local ordinance that laid out penalties for renting to or hiring undocumented immigrants and declared English the 
city’s official language. The notorious IIRA gained national prominence and kicked off a parade of local and state-
level legislative initiatives designed to crack down on undocumented immigrants. In his cogent and timely book, 
Undocumented Fears, Jamie Longazel uses the debate around Hazleton’s controversial ordinance as a case study that 
reveals the mechanics of contemporary divide and conquer politics. He shows how neoliberal ideology, 
misconceptions about Latina/o immigrants, and nostalgic imagery of “Small Town, America” led to a racialized 
account of an undocumented immigrant “invasion,” masking the real story of a city beset by large-scale loss of 
manufacturing jobs. Offering an up-close look at how the local debate unfolded in the city that set off this broader 
trend, Undocumented Fears makes an important connection between immigration politics and the perpetuation of 
racial and economic inequality.

“Using a magnifying lens to study immigrant bashing in his hometown, Jamie Longazel brings into sharp focus the 
anti-Latino racism at the heart of national politics today. Even as we as a society struggle to build solidarity across 
racial divisions, powerful forces seek advantage in tearing us farther apart. The concentrated focus of Undocumented 
Fears helps us understand not only why this occurs but also how we might help replace fear with friendship, social 
division with a sense of shared humanity.”—Ian F. Haney López, author of Dog Whistle Politics: How Coded Racial 
Appeals Have Reinvented Racism and Wrecked the Middle Class 


