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John M. Taylor : UNION AT ALL COSTS: From Confederation to Consolidation  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised UNION AT ALL COSTS: From Confederation to 
Consolidation: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. For the love of Liberty on the Continent, please read this book.By 
JimIf you want to understand what's wrong with our country today, and how it got this way, you need to read this 
book. It doesn't matter if you've got a Clinton, Obama, Trump or a Reagan in the White House. This country is 
completely broken, and is just about everything today it was NOT intended to be by the Founding Fathers. This book 
should be required reading in every high school and college in America, just as the reading and DISUCSSION and 
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UNDERSTANDING of the Declaration of Independence should be. But it won't, because all the entrenched Big 
Government Republicans and Democrats desire power over liberty and they will NEVER allow it. Read this book. If 
you read one book in your entire life, please read this book.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A 
Different Perspective on Who Started the War Between the StatesBy Phillip R. RossUnion at All Costs is a well 
researched well written book about an interesting thought provoking subject. Anyone who is interested in the War 
Between the States would enjoy this read. It brings into question many things about Abraham Lincoln and the 
causes/reasons for the war.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A great piece of research of 
scholarshipBy G. CreechA great piece of research of scholarship. Well organized, well written and well documented. 
It has taken the place of FAVORITE among my many other books on the War Between the States. A must read for 
students of the late unpleasantness.

Is the Union voluntary or an agreement with no escape route? Setting the tone, John M. Taylor leads off by noting the 
travails of a respected ancestor. Major questions in America are explored, including differing views of the meaning of 
union. Though numerous issues led to war, most modern establishment historians generalize everything down to one. 
Pre-war and post-war years are largely ignored, trivialized, or sanitized. The four-year travesty of 1861-65 represents 
the most destructive period in American history and a change in the republic itself. The conflict-the agricultural South 
versus the North, where agriculture was important, but corporate, banking, and industrial interests swung the most 
weight. Jeffersonian States’ Rights meets Hamiltonian Nationalism. Modern portrayals of Lincoln perpetuate the 
winner’s narrative; facts that fall outside the politically correct script are cast asunder. A power-seeking individual 
such as Lincoln was required to transform a voluntary confederation into a top-heavy centralized government. 
Protectionist Whigs and other big government advocates created the centralizing vehicle-the Republican Party-to 
accomplish their goals. In 1860, they selected Abraham Lincoln to implement the agenda. Taylor shows how Lincoln 
and the Radical Republicans planted the seeds of leviathan we witness today. 


