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Philip West, Steven I. Levine, Jackie Hiltz : United States and Asia at War: A Cultural Approach (Maureen 
and Mike Mansfield Center Books (Paperback))  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised United States and Asia at War: A Cultural Approach (Maureen and Mike Mansfield 
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Center Books (Paperback)): 

This text examines the Pacific War, the Korean War and the Vietnam War, from the perspective of those who fought 
the wars and lived through them. The relationship between history and memory informs the book, and each war is 
relocated in the historical and cultural experiences of Asian countries.

From the Back CoverThis book brings a fresh perspective to three wars the United States fought in Asia between 1941 
and 1975 - the Pacific War, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War - by focusing on the human dimension of war as 
experienced by those, on all sides, who fought, lived through, and later remembered them. The complex relationship 
between history and memory is brought to bear on analyses of cultural artifacts and productions including novels, 
films, short stories, and poems that derive from or evoke war. Even though the cultural approach concerns itself with 
the local and the particular rather than with the abstract and universal, it is inherently comparative. Moreover, it also 
relocates each war in the historical and cultural experiences of Asian countries themselves rather than seeing the war 
as merely a conflict between the United States and Asian nations. This volume is meant to encourage readers, 
especially in a teaching environment, to develop an understanding of the experience of war in Asia that is variegated, 
fragmented, and complex, like the wars themselves. 


