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Eric Tang : Unsettled: Cambodian Refugees in the New York City Hyperghetto (Asian American History 
Cultu)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Unsettled: 
Cambodian Refugees in the New York City Hyperghetto (Asian American History Cultu): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I highly recommend this oneBy CustomerMost memoirs and social 
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histories that focus on Cambodia focus on the atrocities of the Khmer Rouge era, but Tang's book provides a new, 
original perspective by offering an intimate, sympathetic account of Cambodian refugees whose imprisonment has 
continued in America. I truthfully could not put this book down as it is written in a riveting, accessible style and tells a 
heartbreaking story of one Cambodian American family's extraordinary resilience. This book could not be more 
relevant in the context of the current global refugee crisis taking place. Tang's book reveals that there is still so much 
we don't know or understand about the hardships that refugees and migrants endure, even generations after their 
arrival. If you read only one book this year, I highly recommend this one.1 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. A far better read id Usha Welaranta's Beyond the Killing FieldsBy Pam WithersSensitively written and 
reported, and of interest to those delving into the immigrant/refugee experience, keeping in mind it's very specific to a) 
Cambodians and b) New York City. A far better read id Usha Welaranta's Beyond the Killing Fields.2 of 2 people 
found the following review helpful. An eye-opening account!By CustomerThis is a well-crafted and beautifully-told 
story of the travails of a Cambodian woman and her family who came to the U.S. as refugees in the early 1980s. Eric 
Tang's prose is crisp, direct, and at times poetic.The author makes a number of important contributions, and I will 
mention three. First, this book is a powerful and long-overdue critique of the fictions of resettlement and of the U.S. 
refugee programs that often exacerbate the problems of displacement and hinder refugees from rebuilding their lives. 
Tang demonstrates this through skillful ethnography of the quotidian struggles of Ra Pronh and her family, the 
subjects of the book, who constantly negotiate and try to find ways to survive the seemingly endless displacements and 
who deal with daily issues of impoverishment, abandonment, and violence. Second, the book is a wonderful model in 
how to conduct research with refugees and displaced communities. Tang's care for and ethical engagement with the 
Cambodian families he worked with show how scholarship and activism can be both productive and empowering for 
both the researcher and the people and communities one "studies." Third, the book is innovative and bold in making 
the argument that the experiences of racialization, exploitation, living in enclosures, and abandonment in New York 
City's poor neighborhoods intersect with the experiences of enslavement, impoverishment, and neglect of African 
Americans. This is the work of a public intellectual, and this book deepens our understanding of what it means to be 
displaced and living in precarious situations. As a teacher who has taught this book in my college classes, and as 
someone who does research in the field of migration and refugee studies, I highly recommend this eye-opening book.

After surviving the Khmer Rouge genocide, followed by years of confinement to international refugee camps, as many 
as 10,000 Southeast Asian refugees arrived in the Bronx during the 1980s and ‘90s. Unsettled chronicles the 
unfinished odyssey of Bronx Cambodians, closely following one woman and her family for several years as they 
survive yet resist their literal insertion into concentrated Bronx poverty. Eric Tang tells the harrowing and inspiring 
stories of these refugees to make sense of how and why the displaced migrants have been resettled in the 
“hyperghetto.” He argues that refuge is never found, that rescue discourses mask a more profound urban reality 
characterized by racialized geographic enclosure, economic displacement and unrelenting poverty, and the 
criminalization of daily life. Unsettled views the hyperghetto as a site of extreme isolation, punishment, and 
confinement. The refugees remain captives in late-capitalist urban America. Tang ultimately asks: What does it mean 
for these Cambodians to resettle into this distinct time and space of slavery’s afterlife?

“Scrupulous, courageous and fiercely argued, Unsettled is an ethnographic revelation. . . . Tang, a former organizer, 
brings to light the political ecology of a community that has survived war, genocide, and displacement and is now 
struggling to remake the Bronx hyperghetto, exposing in the process the ‘impossible’ condition that may be the fate of 
all refugee communities in the neoliberal city.” —Junot Díaz 


