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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating reading!By mkhI bought this book upon 
recommendation of a friend, and found it absolutely fascinating. As a native Californian that knows the state very 
well, this book gave me insight in what it was like before 45 million people lived here! Many of the place names are 
still in use - but now the places are covered with highways, homes, and shopping centers! I have seen California grow 
a lot in the last 60 years, and this adds to that perspective! While there are a few spots yet in California that would look 
the same to Brewer today as they did in the 1860's, he would be shocked at what has happened. I especially liked some 
of his opinions about Los Angeles and the Central Valley!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Up and 
Down CaliforniaBy Ian ClementsWhat a fascinating accounting of California as it was. Brewer's own field notes tell 
the story of places he visited on his journey. Many still exist today and what makes this special is that you can visit 
them with Brewer's observations in mind as a comparison.This is a great companion to "The WPA Guide to 
California: The Federal Writers' Project Guide to 1930s California".1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I 
have not finished reading it yet but I find ...By CustomerI have not finished reading it yet but I find it very interesting. 
I was born and raised in California and lived there until my late twenties in various regions. The descriptions of the 
areas are remarkably similar to what is found today, in spite of the population growth. I will pass this book on to my 
sons who live in Cali,...maybe. Or I might buy them their own copies!

In 1860 William Brewer, a young Yale-educated teacher of the natural sciences and a recent widower, eagerly 
accepted an offer from Josiah Whitney to assist in the first geological survey of the state of California. Brewer was not 
a geologist, but his training in agriculture and botany made him an invaluable member of the team. He traveled more 
than fourteen thousand miles in the four years he spent in California and spent much of his leisure time writing lively, 
detailed letters to his brother back East.These warmly affectionate letters, presented here in their entirety, describe the 
new state in all its spectacular beauty and paint a vivid picture of California in the mid-nineteenth century. This fourth 
edition includes a new foreword by William Bright (1500 California Place Names) and a set of maps tracing Brewer's 
route.

"Like a trip in a time machine--intimate, vivid, and full of adventure and discoveries."--Tom Stienstra, "San Francisco 
Chronicle"From the Inside Flap"By 1864 no one knew California better than Brewer. Contemporary readers can once 
again feel the thrill of being with him as he saw California for the first time and found a place truly commensurate 
with his capacity for wonder."—Kevin Starr, State Librarian of California 


