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Gordon L. Rottman : US 10th Mountain Division in World War II (Men-at-Arms, Vol. 482)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised US 10th Mountain Division in World War 
II (Men-at-Arms, Vol. 482): 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Full of facts and great pictures and illustrationsBy Willis A. 
AllenFilled with facts. Great illustrations and pictures. My father was in the 10th almost from its beginnings. He 
would talk about Camp Hale and how hard the training was and how cold it was. He would also talk about going to 
Kiska in the Aleutians and how glad he was the Japaneses had left. He also talked about how bad the weather was on 
Kiska and how poorly their equipment worked. However, his experience in Italy was so intense that he would seldom 
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talk about it. I have learned his unit had a very high number of causalities. This book helps me understand exactly 
what he went through.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy RAYMOND C. CLAYthank 
you0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good overview and intro into the 10th Mtn division in WW2By 
Mike VAnother quick Osprey read, quality photos and accompanying text.

The 10th was the only American mountain division to be raised in World War II, and still has a high profile, being 
involved in operations from Iraq to Somalia and from Haiti to Afghanistan. It did not arrive in Europe until winter 
1944/45, but then fought hard in the harsh mountainous terrain of Northern Italy until VE-Day five months later, 
losing c. 1,000 men killed and c. 3,000 wounded. Fighting in a series of battles in the Po Valley that included an 
amphibious assault across Lake Garda, the division made a key contribution to Allied victory in Europe.The division 
was special in a number of ways. Its personnel were selected for physical fitness and experience in winter sports, 
mountaineering, and hunting, unlike the rest of the infantry. Since winter sports were at that time the preserve of the 
wealthy, the division's educational level was as unusually high as its fitness. It was highly trained in mountain and 
winter warfare, including the use of skis and snowshoes, while its organization, field clothing, and some personal 
equipment also differed from that of the usual infantry division. The division made extensive use of pack-mules, and 
its reconnaissance unit was horse-mounted, conducting the last horse-mounted charge in US history in April 
1945.Featuring full-color artwork and rare photographs, this is the gripping story of the US Army's only mountain 
division in action during the closing months of World War II.

“The author has penned a concise yet thorough and interesting unit history. It is underpinned by bountiful black and 
white photos as well as color illustrations that capture details of the troops' clothing and gear. This book should appeal 
to anyone interested in WWII history. It would also be a gold mine for hobbyists hunting for visual inspirations for 
dioramas or model figure projects.” ?Leo Winston, Toy Soldier Model Figure (December 2012)“...describes and 
illustrates the organization, special clothing and equipment, and evolution of the light infantry concept in general and 
the 10th Mountain Division in particular, offering a blend of rare military photos with detailed color focus on their 
uniforms and equipment. The result is a lively blend of history and technical survey in a top pick for any World War II 
collection.” ?James A. Cox, The Midwest Book (January 2013)About the AuthorGordon L Rottman entered the US 
Army in 1967, volunteered for Special Forces and completed training as a weapons specialist. He served in the 5th 
Special Forces Group in Vietnam in 1969-70 and subsequently in airborne infantry, long-range patrol and intelligence 
assignments until retiring after 26 years. He was a Special Operations Forces scenario writer at the Joint Readiness 
Training Center for 12 years and is now a freelance writer, living in Texas. 


